URBAN JOBS TASK FORCE
UJTF
To: Economic Development Committee—Syracuse Common Council
From: Urban Jobs Task Force 

Date:  January 5, 2012

Re: Community Benefit Agreement for the Inner Harbor Redevelopment Project.

The Urban Jobs Task Force is a coalition of community groups, faith-based organizations and concerned citizens.  We are working toward the goal of a growing economy for our community, an economy that provides good jobs for low income families. 

A Community Benefits Agreement is a legally binding contract between a developer and a community-labor coalition.  Our coalition has examined the scope of the Inner Harbor Development project and is aware that the positive economic impact on the city of Syracuse will be significant.

The Urban Jobs Task Force is also aware of the extent of the state and local subsidies that will be extended to the developer of this project: tax credits, grants, access to state-funded economic development supports.  In addition, the developer will work with local officials to apply for permits, request zoning changes and other economic development tools.
The Urban Jobs Task Force will support the developer’s access to these aforementioned economic tools and subsidies, when a Community Benefits Agreement between the developer, City of Syracuse, and the Urban Jobs Task Force is signed and that the project will ensure such things as:

· First source hiring

· Creation of quality, sustainable jobs

· Inclusion of affordable housing, public spaces and environmental benefits in project

· Full participation of Minority and Women Owned Businesses at all levels of the development and construction process (design, build, remediation, tenancy)

· The Urban Jobs Task force (undersigned) fully supports a Community Benefits Agreement for the Inner Harbor Redevelopment Project.  
The agreement acknowledges the partnership between the private developer and the public, as well as ensuring that the project will benefit local community residents. 
Finally we are demanding a PUBLIC HEARING regarding a CBA in the Common Council Chambers when public money is a part of a project or contract.

Thank you,

The Partnership for Onondaga Creek
Syracuse United Neighbors

Living Water Church of God in Christ

Concerned Residents
Alliance Network

National Action Network (NAN)

Concerned Citizens Action Program

Lionel Logan

Joanne Stevens 

Aggie Lane

Louise Poindexter 
